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0 pleaſe myfel, and to oblige a Friend; 


| Candour with Judgment equally to blend: 
(Fond of the Drama; ; as 1 know its worth) 

i Only * to give my private Thoughts their birth, 
My infant Muſe, | now ſoars to public view; 

The taſk advent rous, as dr attempt is new: BY 
- Unmov'd by prejudice, no partial Thought 
Handed through malice, to the public” J brought; | 
5 No mean defire to Aigmarize a Name, 8 
DiQates my verſe, to deviate into- ſhame; 

critic s, with envy, 7 never ſhow d engage, - 

Or ſtain their lines with infamy and rage. 


Cc 


D 


| 

. Oo 8s 0 1 v s. 
0 oy D be the Muſe, but doubly curs'd the Bard, 
Whoſe words envenom'd, or whoſe Heart 8 ſo hard 


To trace the ſmalleſt Error, from its ſource, 


| Call it a Fault, and make that Fault much worſe : : 


[ | . And gen” uine worth may diſregarded dies 


Preponderate largely on the leaf offence, 
l And Alle it want of decency and ſenſe - — 
So Kell 1 wrote, and malice wing'd his muſe 


5 Beyond all cenſure, down to rank abuſe, 


To mark true merit on the living page, | 


i Kindly to hand it, down from age to ages 


Which altho' great, may unrecorded lie, LE; e q 


Pity from what we ance could pleaſure find, 


: To charm the ſenſes, and | improve the mind; . OO. S 
That | no ſurviving Beauty can be bound. 
Able to ſpread its Eulogies around! pe OR To Ce nn g 
Aſſerts its claim to everlaſling | fame, ” 
And tell futurity the Actors name. 8 
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Tas, are my motives, and with this Intent, 


Have made my Roſcius on his Sons comment; 


 Prais'd each perfection, that I cou'd diſcern, 


And drew their failings with a kind concern, — 


But where no ſpecious merit croſt my aim, 


Hare found no room to cenſure or condemn. 


Garner Gurren, doe in n Comedy renown d, : 


7 What infinite objeRtions have been found! | 
But then b * whom? By none, the Bard replies, 


85 Who re over-candid, or who' re over ile. 


Ott has his name, the ridicule been made 


Of men, whom malice prompted to degrade; ; 


But when ſome private grudge lets envy looſe, 


Net Saure that, but — * FER 


| © This Line was addrefs'd to Mr. Por x, on his ridiculing the Perſon of Ide 


Moons SMYTHE, Eſq; in the Dunciad, in excuſe for which, that Gentleman af : | 
terwards publickly declar'd, he was not the Author of ſuch maltreatment, tho” it 
Was evident he gave a Sanction to it, by a publication in his own writings. © © 
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PROCEED then, Gxirriru, ſuch mean arts deſpiſe; * 


In ſpite of Envy, ſhall thy merits k 

Juſt to thy powers, due reward receive; 

In ARCHERS, ATALLS, Rants, WILDAIRS, five. 
or when in Ba ass, or PrumMs; ; ſee paid at will 


| In gen ral plaudits homage to thy Kill. 


> Why can'ft Thou then, without the leaſt pretence,. 


| Miſtake "hy talents, and | arraign thy ſenſe? 2 


fot ſome bold Veteran, renown'd in arms; _ 


= Inur'd to Marches, Kilful in Alarms, 


= Compleat with ev y military art; ; 


Eager for ation, of intrepid heart, 
I F earleſs of death, the g "rumpets found attend, 
Bears on a the * nor ever heeds his end. 


Now mou d this Man, to counteract his fate 


5 (Although 3 in | this department truly great) 


— 2 2 


Vainly attempt a nayal Power to guide, 


; Cruize 0 er the Main, or rule upon the tide, 


55 Though Oy 
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1 Leuch great diſafters, ſhou'd his eps cheat, 


Contempt, not Pity, wou'd attend his falt. 


So, ever Grirrirn, when thou quit thy Sphere, 


And -gainſt thyſelf, in Tragedy appear ; 


L need not tell with what regret thou' rt ſeen, 


"Ti is plainly ſhewn, when that a Wirpalx's 8 mein, 
Betrays thoſe honours, all uſurped thou bear ft 
And ſpite of Ggnity a Ranger wear t. 


In gayer Scenes of life, thy merit $ ſhewn, 


Let grave, ſententious SOMERVILLE, alone; | 
But if to humour, thou aſſerrſt A. Claim, 

An OLE Rv. en aggrandize thy Name ; 
With pleaſure there, mit ight ever be receiv d, 


And what out loſt by « error, be retriey d. 


Warns Nature teach the Acdor how: to > play, 


And plin good ſenſe marks out th'unerring way 3 
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Nan nh judgment equally combin' d, 
a To ſpeak. the labours of the Poets mind; 3 


Stritly to. feel the Character he bears, 


And is no more, than what he then, appears. 


Where qualities ſo rare as theſe unite, 


= And | points e merit to our fight ; 
Call forth deſery 4 applauſe, to grace the Man, E 
- Who builds his fame upon fo juſt 2 plan. 


Ts thine, then Hott ap, eminently mine,; 


See where a FarsTaFr, where a FArRFl:LD, mine! 
= Recall thoſe Scenes ſo lately we e beheld, 
Bs With Shakeſpear's wit, and real Mam fla: 

: With pleafure law preſented to our | 

The only Farsrarr, Norwich ever knew. 

or in that face with what expreſſive Boaſt, 
9 5 Lis: a reſemblance of the Litchfeld Hosr ; 1 


With equal grace his Fir, or WaoxGnza, f ſhin'd; 


Yet equal merit in his ST ERLING find. 
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Bur when, 0 with gladneſs wou 'd the Muſe 


Amidft ſuch worth, 4 fingle failing loſe) 
When, to miſmanagement he ſometimes yield, 
A Crown to wear, a Sceptre for to wield: 
Then frd by rage, with OI ſtir'd, 
Strait to my thoughts have inflantly occur J. 
Some puppet Monarch, who on wires rang, 
In all the pomp of Majeſty v was s hung; : 
pd regal honours, and the pride of Kings, 


With aukward geſtures, bounces, jerks, and gings, 5 


S0 often have with dignity miſplac d, 


1555 Our tragic Princes, Sovereigns diſgrac FR 5 
And thinking Splendour win alone ſuffice, 


i Forgot both King, and Player i in a trice— 1 


bur leſt my Muſe ſhou'd here forfake her r plan, 


And fir'd by Cenſure, mod degrade the 1 man, 


On whom before, the gave ſuch praiſes birth, 


Extolld his merit, and enlarg'd his Worth; 
5 . Ne 
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When from the Bracelet, he appears the Sire: — 


; ”: "TS 9 0 1 FS 

No chirf for praiſe in Characters like thoſe,. 
7 Leads into Error, or creates him foes; | 

——Since then the Ermine he's conftrain'd to wear, 


Altho' it | may offend ; the Actor ſpare. 


Wren Age, enfeebled and alflicted mourns, 


(The toils of Apau, or Sc10LT0! 8 Sroans, 
Suits Down1xG' s perſon : and declining pow rs * 


There, and there only, can | he pleaſe for. hours. 


Warns InDraxa, conſcious that he loves. 


T he ſofteſt paſſion for her Buy IL, proves; 


Who but i in SEALAND, Downins, muſt admire, 


5 5 T here filial love, (Rampt frrongly on his face) 
h Dicpel Luſpicion, calumny. eraſe : : 
Pleas'd, he receives her to a Parent 8 arms, 1 


Adore! 8 her virtues, and admires her charms, 


5 e i A 
Bur when a Haurzr. or a Romo” 8 Tom 
| Calls out for vigour, and demands the trath 
Then, to ſce Downins, muſt excite our rage 'E 


5 Who ſpent and breathleſs pants about the Sta 2e. ; 
| Bchold that face, which bloated with 3 


That voice decay'd, which ſearcely marks the Streſs, 


Through Donilanr, 8 ſenſations, languid pine; ; 


8 Or vainly thinks in Lovenons, for to ſhine. 


Ir true politeneſs i in a a Part « can charm, 


Or ſenſe, and elegance, attention arm; 


Expreſs, where more compleatly they combine, 


5 Than where Sir Cnantus, thro' Cidber's genius mine! 


| * hen the fair Mopisn, captivates our r Eyes, 
Sir CHaRLEs 8 Wit, and Raillery 1 we prize; 


Or when to injur'd virtue, he atones, | 


7 Her wrongs redreſs, and all bis Folly owns. 


What nameleſs graces, | here, the Poet thew'd q 
: What graces, once, from AM. ilks' $ action flow! a! 


Wilks 


» 4 08 0-0 A 
Wilks, tho no more, yet many Actors ſince, 
Have juſtly glory'd 1 in applauſe from thence. 

Let then oblivion kindly caſt a ſhade 
O'er DowninG's mem ry, nor my pen degrade 
Talents, the muſe, perhaps might once n * 


0 (However true,) I fear can pleaſe no more! 


Suu BannzstEn, in fam'd Macxnzath, appears ; 


(A Character unſeen theſe many years oy 
| Above, below, around, attraction draws, 

: Attentive filence, burſting to applauſe : 3 
Pregnant 3 in merit from each line that flows, 
With „ manly pride, the gallant ruffian glows! 
of Fre rom the bold robber, no fine tortur'd note, 

Seems now to warble thro an Eunuch s thr oat; ; 
By nature, form'd to grace : the muſe of Gay, 


Wich native energy he fills the Lay. 


Nor do we feel leſs pleaſure or delight, 
| (Thy fame diminith, nor diſguſt our fights) 


KO 20424 0 5 
70 view 0 worth in the fantaſtic ſcene, 
The bumourous allies of a Mimic' 8 brain; 
And if ordain'd thro' comic : ſcenes to rove, 
Who but * Face, or r Gar, muſt approve? 
or let 1 talents if they aſk for more, 


Set (in SILENO,) millions! in a roar:-- - 


On, ſhou d the tragic Maſe demand ty + aid, 
To graver Scenes in eloquence array d; 
Tho much unequal to thy former fame, 


— Berching time ſhall dignify thy name. 


BxnoLD fieroe OM, draun by great 2 = 


Too proud to love; yet conquer d by the F air! 


Rack'd 3 1 textreme, the ſharyeſt anguiſh bears 


Now thinks he's lor a, and now again deſpairs! | 
| Plunges 3 in vengeance : z dem remorſe ſucceeds ; 


The ruin'd, Br cat, , unhappy Sultan, bleeds! 


* Vide The Mldymift. | 
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| If here, or in a BaJjazr, & 


„5 s © 7. 3 © 


chou'rt ben, 


Thy inhuman Groeren, + or tyrannic Daus, 4 


5 Then that proud port, and fixt i imperious look, | 


| Betrays : no ſtep of dignity miſtook, 


T here, thoſe furl'd features, and indignant brows, 


Vith native force, majeſtic terror ſhows. p 


Bur, when ſome rend'reft paſſion claims thy care, 


5 Prompted by love, and yet reftrain'd by fear; 


a When al ſubſides 3 in tenderneſs and truth, 


The j Joys of beauty, or the charms of yours 


— That aukward manner, and unfeeling air, 
(How in they may with ſach a Form compare!) 
Speaks thee unfit in Soenes like thoſe Cengage + 3 
The coldeſt Lover, in the warmeſt Age. . 5 


If thy fol ſenſes, Muſic's s power. can chern, 


: And firength of Sound, to admiration warm ; 


High | 


4 Jaxz Suonz 2 * Mabie of Ar rap. * 


R oO 8 * 1 v 8. 13 
High in eſteem, Do-BetL any, fhall fand 

In firm ſupport, nor dread the Critic's 8 wand ; 
Shall, fince his talents have fach praiſes bore, 


Be Ts regretted, that he' s here no more. 


Fon v D for to pleaſe in Characters, alone, 1 

. Where the pert Coxcomb, bends to Folly 8 throne ;- 
9 See Darn, confraind to- quit his native caſt, 
And ſeeks for fame, where it can never lat: 

With tortur d Tragedy, his parts abuſe, 


N what he \ wins in One; In to ther loſe. 


- HAT merit, which from. younger FarIMAN, rife, 
| Lo! quickly chang d. in brave N8RzSTAN dies; 
Whit WirLInG' 8 praiſes, meets as dire 4 doom. 


| When we behold Moxzsss, or cn MONT. 
8 -- 1 


Coxrix'r D to Comedy. vit time his friend,. 


We yet may have no Little to commend; 


„ 8 
| Our unripe hopes a Harveſt may attain, 


And bleſt with ſenſe, no ſmall improvement gain. 


cuarukxs, a Ver ran in the comic e ſoene; 
Approv d by all, have long reſpected been; ; 
: In ſome odd compound, quite grown gray with Age, 
Some doating Fool, who yet wou d fain be gage; 
There CnaLuns talents, < er excites our mirth, 


| And evi auditor admires bis worth. | 


0 ſee, (attentive to 2 Summer s Tale) 
Ez How far the force of humour can prevailt 55 
With pleaſing wonder on Sir 'Tox r. en 


5 And hear around one univerſal praiſe. | 


r Laughter Jufily teſtify applauſe, 
W hen rifing truly from a worthy cauſe; 0 
1 and not (where rules of decency are broke), 


Sprung from ſome low, unmeaning, vulgar joke; * 


OHALMERS, 5 


Trarmuns, I in W Mipas muſt his ſhare receive, 


And ſettled in effeem his fame ſhall live. 


On when, (thimportant Secret juſt at band) 
Elaps'd in ſhame, Sir BasHeuL ConsTaNT tand! 
When as a friend, on Lovzuonz, he — 
And confidently tells him all he knows; — 

5 There ſtrong conception, in each feature thewn; 


: Speaks the Comedian, and his merits own. 


Vir one great fault 1 dy deſery, 
By much too gen ral to eſcape the Eye, 
A tireſome famenef, thro? his aas run, 


And plays too many Charaters i in one. 5 


Chor USE when difptay'd. 1 he Witerate Clown, T 
Le cer ' receiv'd with pleafure by the T own, 

In Hoyer, or ToucusToNz, never fails to pleaſe, | 
And gradual mirth, on ev ry boſom ſeize. 


D 5 | Bur 
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Bur often as chou ſt injur'd GrosraR,* rock. 


As oft we” ve wiſh'd thee Lady Wrangle's Coon, 
or when condemn'd thy BuckinGnam, to ſee; = 
Have rather with's thou'd'ft kobeft Sac kur be. 
8 Yet be dvis'd, and incoherence fly, 

Lay | CAPULETS, and Ropor1G0's * 1 : 
Firmly ſupported in thy proper caſt, 

, Without a further aid, thy fame hall lad. 


Wriehr, may in Pantomime, our fancy charm, | 


” May pleaſe our Fight, or elſe our fears alarm; 
Through the wide round of groteſque. whimfi jes range, 5 
8 | While Scenes delights us or  Machin' * change. . 


Bur if we d raiſe alone, the Actor 4 name; 3 


His Karen 8 the only candidate for fame : 2 

There inbred rudenes, fer in brutal eaſe, 

In Waronr' s performance, may be taught to pleaſe; ; 
Muff reſt his cauſe on pantomimic ſkill— 


| But Merit 5, Merit; be it where it will. 


WY Vide K. Lear. 


R © s Ec 1 US. 
Bur now let tenfold C dor, guide each thought, 
To mark the page with Female AriQures fraught; 
O A nat ral impulſe leads us to commend, 
With genial warmth, a ſomething n more FER F riend ; 
Beyond all due regard to worth aſpire, 


b And where; we cannot praiſe, would fain admire! 


Warn raging anguiih, or a deep erben. 1 
5 The inmoſt horrors of the foul declare; * 1 
Th unparell d graces of 4 an 15 BOT 's mein, 


Enlarge the thoughn, and ate the Scene. 


| Hans, great E124, charms upon. 8 gage. 
(Her England's pride, and Wonder of the Age) 

2 Dreadfully great, her Lavy Maczzr' s ſeen, 

And does Aria julie, to a x Shakeſpear's J ben. — 


Look thro” the 8 of Charadiers the bears, 
(Biet with applauſe) v what gen 'uine worth appears: „ 


E e Extenſive 


ph AI views her Fre” on | deathleſs | 8 riſk 


XR 0 8 S 10S. 


Extenſive merit, varioufly great, 


From Lavr Ranvoren, down to Mos 8 rate! 


Warn DoveLas falls, exclamatory woe, 


From the loft Mother agonizing flow! 
To what advantage, muſt the then appear? 


How great the Plaudit, in each falling tear! 


ru Lovscolv, charm'd_ us in a neter days, 


Tszor, in Lavezr, met vith equal praiſe; 
Equally great, our fixt attention drew; 


F rom Bench, to Bench, argus whiſper dev. 


| WHgTHER in comic ſeenes. t enlarge our mirth, 


or give in Tragedy, the Paſſions birth; 


: Still Izyor' s num” rous | requiſites 1 we > prize, 


. 2 > 


Ie inborn ſenſe, and clegance « can pleaſe, 


With native dignity, and winning l 


KR 0 8 0 x 3 8. K 10 


(A banding Fav rite, of intrinſo worth) 


We bleſs the hour, that gave a Charters birth, 


| Tnzovon that ſweet Voice, enervate accents slide 


From Dank x 8 Wipow, * or the MouRNniNnG Br1De; 


5 85 Can teach the brighteſt Eye to med a tear: 


8 The tendreſt boſom, to o expreſs ; a fear. 


In Sir Charles Eary' „ or Lord Townuy' $ Wies, 
2 (Contraſted ſcenes of clevated Life * 


by Where One, domefiic happineſs allo, 


Charm d by the reigning F ollies of the To own. 


1 With ev 'ry grace, wich ev 'ry virtue flor a. 


The other ſighs, but to rechim her Lord. 
In each, with what Aitin&tion, CnarMars Hines, 


| But happier Kill, in Aken: 8 heartfelt lines I 


"Sug in, x. ſupreme diſtreſs, Twi. ENCHANTED Mar,” 


bench the : pov T of Vice, and Magic lad. 


E2 25; rs. Vnconquer 5 


11 ran * Seats. | e La v ir Camus. 
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20 5 K 0 SF c * 6. 4 S 
Unconquer'd gin, to Virtue 8 precepts. true; I 
With indignation, the eursd Sorc' rer view! 

A juſt diſdain, her ſelling Boſom fires, 


Impetuous warmth, her nobler Soul inſpires! 


On that fine Form, with raptur'd influence gaze, 


And grace ſuch 1 merit, with mellifluent praiſe: 
Where Milton living, he'd thy worth rehearſe, 
And make thy Name, immortal as dhe Verſe. | 


4 
Wu Dzarn, to pleaſe Vs, treads the vocal walk, 


Then each conceited wou'd be Critic talk; 
= Teenlarge her failings 0 or diſguit our night, 5 : 
p Extol perhaps, a Vineent, or a Wright . 
| Shall praiſe a Mattocks, Brent, with rapture name, 
And add new trophi ies to their well-known fame ; * 
: 5 Vain of their judgment, 00 how vain indeed 5 


9 To fome in tim 'd compariſon Proceed „ 


Bur 


R 0 1 * 8. 2 
Bu * tere are ſome, fo rigidly unkind, 
Who ever will be to perfetions | blind * 5 
Prone to  detradtion, never will commend! | 


| A Foe invet rate, but a lukewarm Friend. 


Can't Parry' 8 foftneb felingly expreſt . 
; By rival paſſions tenderly diftreſt ; 
The gay Maz1a' s or Ross Er ra. 8 bove, 


Excite regard, or win ye to approve? 


Yar, mou d the. fail, ra gil enhance - her name, 
And build her praiſe on more ſubſtantial fame; pee 
Whatever fate the Singer might receive, 


NT Conſcious of merit, bid the Adreſs live. 


"Turn to where Vantrug's s looſer morals pleaſe, 
: When trebly arm'4d with ſpirit, wit, and eaſe; ** 
: From young Conmna, what applauſe dend 


(And wou'd in Hoypzn, where the Play reviv d, ) 


„ U Br 


WI EN Crouds, by Mipas fummon'd, throng'd each hight, | 


Did not this Drarn give infinite delight! 1* 
Did not ber praiſe conſpicuouſly grow * | 

Did not her worth luxuriantly flow? ? 

Who could behold that F acc and not applaud? 


T Nor give that well turm d adion due reward. 


On, when the artleſs fond Axeraron, niche. 
Her graial merit in 4 Darunz riſe; | 
How ev ry action from each feature charm? 
How ev ry breaſt wich admiration warm? 

| In juice to Her fame Lupport her cauſe, 


And yield u the Crown of merited applauſe, 


| Bro0Ks, in the coarſer ſcenes of vulgar life, 


In low bred. Avoner, or S1LEN0's Wirz; 
5 I he Shrewd, or Ruſtic „ admirably ſhewn, 


5 And gives thy comic talents Juſt 1 renown. 


5 In the D APHNE of that Burlttta, 


With | 


1 1-0 


* | 
Wich native humour teach Orp Mazps* to pleaſe, | | 
Or pride, in Lavy Srcanonr, difplays. | 
Bur when the pert MISS Jzxnxy, thou art t ſeen; 
. That wide deficiency of Voice and Mein, I 1 | 
of ey Requiſite to form the part, | Ws „ 
Can ne'er attract the Eye, nor reach the Heart, = . — 
Unleſs with jut diſtain, t excite our r rage, P 
5 And t to deteſt, what never can engage. 5 1 
Cov” D but 2 Face, 5 to fame pretend, 
0 Do-Brrkaur, ou d find the Muſe a trend, 5 
1255 Each impertegion in | Oblivion drown a, 
: Wou'd read the worth of each perfection round: 
| Nor wou'd to merit (in her Auna) blind, 
But to be found impartial, ſeem unkind. 
"Tram dravling Tone, that unexpreſlive_ Air, 
| Diſguſs our Sight, or rates upon the car. 
F 2 „„ And 


9 Mes. Deborah 1 vodench, 


* DV WL EH 'v 8. 
And where we'd with rapprore, (thoſe wiſhes eren 
Find eviry grace in Aﬀectation loſt? 


5 Horranp, to FANNY, * tho” alone confin'd, 


May claim 2 tribute rom each gen 'Tous: mind ; 
= 1 | But thoſe who with unbiafrd thought regard, 


A Daun of merit, worthy a reward; | . e 1 


g EL: EY May farther ſearch, and find that kame to raiſe, | 


5 In other Scenes, as s ample room for praiſe, 


As yet too young, her merit ta decide, 
But lately known, nor by Experience yd: 
| T he Muſe to Down in, wiſhes as a friend) 


That fair Succeſs, may all her dere attend. 1 


In vs, | have 1 freely canvabs'd « ev' ry name, = 


h Who clim'd the fnalleſt attribute to fame; 'Y 


; Carefully trod with caution to the End, 


Nor i in the Critic ever loſt the Friend. 3 
„ "LNG 


2 of the al 


on. No praiſe I aſk, for conſcious of dees, 


* 0 8 E 0 * 
H , then 1 reſt.- — - And to the candid few, 
: Humbly preſent this firſt Eflay to view; 3 


| (A bare acquittance all 1 can erpect 5 
| No prepoſſeſſion i in its favour ſoar, 
- And firikes my Mind, to gloſs its Errors 0 er: 3 n 
5 ju to my Plan, « Impartial to decide 3" 


The diffrent Agors, df rent merits 170 d. 


| Brrond my * ile 8 promiſe to relate, 


Muſt leave our new performers to their fate; 3 


| Elſe had my Muſe, a Wesrnar' 8 worth prin, . 


With pleaſure elſe; her various merits nam d. 
Mark- d what ſubſiding tenderneſs we find 
With ſenſibility, and beauty join'd; 

| Diſplay'd her various requilites to pleaſe, . 


95 1 hat winning fofineſs, and enchaming Eaſe, | £ 


G. 
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8 
I — — 4 OS 1 * == 
r * . x , 
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* 5 
. os 7. a 
* = 


Elen bad Nies kin, ad Davins, claim'd welt 1 = 


2 'Shou'd due degrees of praiſe or: cenſure bear ? ” 
But fince deny'd, accept my with, inflead,; 

" May. their attempts, as they acfire ſucceed: 

For when an : Audience, 2 diſlike reveal, 


' None b but an Ader, knows what Adors feel! 


„ 3 
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bier 19 3d line, for eneryate, read eee. 
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